LIFE IN THE Gi-uprA.
grant was the Bhogika Gunjaklrti, son of the Bhogika Dhruva-
datta and grandson of the Bhogika Amdtya Eajyika. He was living
in the year A. D. 493-94. * This ruler appeared to have employed
some other poet as well. Two years later this king issued his Khoh
copper-plate grant, which was drawn up by Sandhimgrahika
Gailu, the son of Bhogika Varadinna, and the grandson of Bhogika
Ainalya Phalgudatta.3 His son Manoratha, serving under Maharaja
Sarvanatha in A. D, 512*13, was responsible for the Khoh copper-
plate grants which were issued by this sovereign.3 Most probably his
father Grallu served the two rulers Jayanatha and Sarvanatha from
A. D. 496-97 till A. D. 511-12, a period of fifteen years. But this
Manoratha was certainly alive in A. D. 516-17 for the Khoh copper-
plate grant of Mahdrdja Sarvanatha was written by him,4 This
poet-officer possibly lived for a considerable time, for another Khoh
copper-plate grant in A. D. 533-34 appears to have been composed by
his son Sandhimgrahika Natha.5
From these notices of contemporary poets some inferences may
be made. First and foremost it may be said that most of these poets
held high ministerial posts like Saciva, Mahadandanai/aka, Sahdhiviyra-
hika, or Mahasahdhmgrahika, and as such they must have been ipso
facto members of the King's Council (Mantri-parisad or the Sabhd)
having first-hand information of State activities which were about
to be published in the form of edicts for all the world to see. As
stated earlier the post of the poet-officer was hereditary and conti-
nued in one family for three to four generations. Some of these
composers held office like Suryadatta for a considerable period, and
during this tenure promotions in rank were common. Suryadatta,
for example, in the reign of Maharaja Hastin, had no official status
except that of the Lekhaka in A, D. 475-76, but in A. D. 484-85 he
was styled as Mahdsandhivigrahika.6 Moreover it was not the custom
to have only one royal composer : in the reign of Maharaja Jayanatha
in the late fifth century there were two composers Bhogika Gunjaklrti
and Sahdhi'uigrahika Gallu. Nevertheless it was not the rule that
every royal poet was honoured with only a ministerial status, for
this Gunjaklrti was only a Bhogika, which was obviously a post lower
in status than that of even a Sandhivigrahika.
1 Fleet, op. cit> (26), p. 120.
3 Ibid,, (27), p. 124. C/. Ramavarman differentiates thus between Mantrin and Amatya
on Ram., 1,7. 4: amatyah de$cidUknry(imrivahakd,h> mahtrino yywvdlinradrastara Hi J)hedalu
8 Tbid., (28), p. 129.
* Tbid.t (30), p. 134.
5  Ibid., (31), p. 139.
6  fttd., (33), p. 148.   Cft Ch. IV ante, Sect. IV, 3, pp. 248-49.